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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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N the Second Part of this learned Differ: 


tation, will be conſidered the Re 
why Old Women are ſuffered to educate our 
Youth, and govern our Conſciences. Hum- 
bly addreſs d to all Parſons and Pariſh Clerks, 
and to our Two famous Univerſities. 
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The ART of 


PUNNING:; 


ON THE 
Flower of Languages; 


In Seventy-Nine RULES: 


FOR THE 


Farther Improvement of CoNVERS4- 
TloN and Help of Memory. 


By the Labour and In luftry of TOM PU N-STBL 
(i. e.) FONATHAN SWIFT, D. D. 


Ex ambiguo dicla, v argutiſſima put antur, ſ non 

ſemper in joco, ſæpe etiam in gravitate der ſantur 
Ingeniofi enim widetw, dim derbi, in ind «4; ce 
teri accipiant, poſſe dacere. Cicero. de Or. lib. 2. 
p. 117. Fol. | | 
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The TRIRD EDITION. 


nad 


Printed at Dublin 1n the Year 1719. Reprinted 


(Price One Shilling) 


at London for J. Roberts in n 


To the Right Honourable 


Sir ohn Scrub, Bart. 


and Merchant. 


This DEDICATION #« bumbly pre- 
ſented by the Author. 


OUR Honour's Character is 
too well known in the World 
to ſtand in need of a Dedica- 

tion; but I can tell you, that my For- 

tune is not ſo well ſettled but 1 ſtand 
in need of a Patron. And therefore ſince 

I am to write a Dedication, I muſt, for 

Decency, proceed in the uſual Me- 

thod. 

Firſt, I then proclaim to the World 
your Eigh aud Iiuftrious Birth: That 
you arc, by the Father's Side, deſcend- 
ed from the moſt ancient and celebrated 
Family of Rome the Caſcas; by the 
| A 3 Mo- 


Dedication. 


Mother's, from Earl Piercy : Some in- 
deed have been ſo malicious as to ſay, 
Your Grandmother Xi d- her- kin, But 
I think if the Authors of the Report 
were found out, they ought to be Ham- 
per d. I will allow that the World ex- 
claims deſervedly againft your Mother, 
becauſe ſhe is no Friend to the Bottle; 
otherwiſe they would deterve a Firkin, 
as having no Grounds for what they 
ſay. However, I do not think it can 
fully your Fize and Bright Reputation. 
For the Credit you gain'd at the Battle 
of Hogſbed, agamift the Duke of Bur- 
gundy, who felt no Ham- pain, when 
you forced him to ſink beneath your 
Power, and gave his whole Army a 
Bruſh, may in Time turn to your Ac- 
count; for, to my Know, edge, it put 
his Highneſs much upon the Free. This 
indeed was no lets Racking to the King 
his Maſtzr, who found himſelf Croſs- lee 
miſtaken in catching a Tartar. For 
the whole World allowed, that you 
brought him a Peg lower, by giving 

him 


Ly 
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him the Parting Blow, and making all 
his Rogues in Buckram to Run. Not to 
mention your great A-Gillity, though 
you are paſt your Prim-age ; and may 
you never Lack-age, with a Sparkling 
Wit, and Brisk Imagination. May 
your Honour alſo wear long, beyond 


the common Scant-ling of Human Life, 


and conſtantly proceed in your Muſi- 
cal Diverſions of Pipe and Sack-but, 
Hunting with Tarriers, &c. and may 
your good Humour in ſaying, I am- 
phor-a Bottle, never be loſt, to the Joy 
of all them that drink your Wine for 
nothing, and eſpecially of, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


Tou PUx=-=SIBL 


From 


From my much Honour d Friend at 


HELDELFVILLE. 


AIL to the Sage, who from his Native Store 


Produc'd a Science, never known before, 
ence of Words, once Fargon of the Schools, } 


The Plague of wiſe Men, and the Boaſt of Fools 
Made eaſy now — uſeful in your rh | : 
Where Wit and Humour equally combine, 
Our Mirth ar once to raiſe, and to refine, 
Till now not half the Worth of Sounds we knew, 
Their virtual Falue was reſerv d for you. 
To trace their wariows Mares, and ſet forth 
Their hidden Force, and multiply their Worth ; 
For if t expreſs one Senſe our Words we chuſe, 
A double Meaning is of double Uſe. 
Hail, ſacred ART ! by what myſterious Name 
Shall T adore thee, various, and the ſame ? 
The Muſes Protezes fcill'd with gratetul Change, 
Thro' all the pleaſing Forms of Wit to range 
In quick Succeſſion, yet retain thro all 
Some faint Keſemblance of th' Original. 

Hail faireſt Of bring of prodigious Birth! 
At once the Parent and the Child of Mirth. 
With Chloe's Charms thy airy Form can vie, 
And with thy Smiles, as many T houfands dic; 
The pleaſing Pain thro all their Virals thrills, 
With fubri! Force, and tickles as it kills. 
Thee too, like her, the dying Szains purſue, 
As as Careleſs, as Inconstant too; 
To raiſe yet more thy Merit and thy Fame, | 


The Cyprian Goddeſs glorics in thy Name, 
Pleas d to be thought the kter-loving Dame. 
Nor leſs thy Praiſe, nor leſs thy Pow'r to wound, 


THE 


The Orig inal | of 1 
from Plato s Sympoſtacks. 


By the AUTHOR. 


NCE on a Time in merry Mood, 

Fove made a Pu N of Fleſh and Blood; 
A double two Fac'd living Creature, 
Androgynos, of two fold Nature, 
For Back to Back with ſingle Skin 
He bound the ale and Female 3 in; 
So much alike, ſo near the ſame, 
They ſtuck as cloſely as their Name. 
Whatever Words the Male expreſt, 
The Female turn d them to a Feſt ; 
Whatever Words the Female ſpoke, 


The Male converted to a Foke : 
So in this Form of Man and Wife, 
They led a merry PunNinG Life. 
The Gods from Heav'n deſcend to Earth, 
Drawn down by their alluring Mirth, 


So well they ſeem'd to like the Sport, 
Fove 1 not get them back to Court. 


Th Infernal God, aſcend as well, 
Drawn up by Magick Pu xs from Hell. 
Judges and Furies quit their Poff, 

And not a Son to mind a Ghoſt. 


Day, ſays Fove ; ſays Pluto too, 

s bere to do; 

Here's Hell broke looſe, and Heaven's quite 

We ſcarce have left one God in Twenty. 

Pray, what has ſet them all a Running > 

Dear Brother, nothing elſe but PUN NIN G. 

double Creature yonder 

Delights them with a double Entendre. 

, ſays Pluto, where's your Thunder, 

Let drive and fplit this Thing aſunder. 

That's right, _ Jove; with that he threw 
t 


re Cat, cant Po x a bit. 
So take a Starling when tis Young, 
And down the middle ſit the Tongue, 
With Groat or Sixpence, 'tis no matter, 
You'll find the Bird will doubly chatter. 
Upon the whole, dear Pluto you know, 
"Tis well I did not ſplit my Juno 
For had I done t when e'er ſhe'd ſcold me, 
She'd make the Heavens too bot to hold mc. 


The Gods upon this Application, 
Return'd each to his Hahitation, 
Extreamly pleas d with this ve Foke, 
The beſt they ſwore he ever ſpoke. 


© 


By the ſame Hand. 


H AD I ten Thouſand Months and Tongues, 
Had I ten Thouſand Pair of Lungs, 
Ten Thouſand Sculls with Brains to think, 
Ten "Thouſand Standiſhes of Iyk, 

Ten Thouſand Hands and Jens to write 

Thy Praife, I'd fund) Day and Night. 

Oh may thy Wok « tor ever live! 
(Dear To x, a friendly Zeal torgive,) 
May no vile Miſcreant fawcy Cook 
Pretume to tear thy learned Book, 

To Singe bis Fowl for nicer Gueſt, 

Or pin it on the Turky s Breaſt. 

Keep it from Paſty bald, or Flying * 
From Broyling Stake, or Fritters Frying, 
From lighting fo or making Sf, 


Or Caſing up a feather Muff. 

From all the feveral Ways the Grocer, 
(Who to the learned World's a Foe, Sir,) 
Has found in Twiſting, Folding, Packing, 
His Brains and ours at once a Racking. 
And may it never curl the Head, 

Of either living Block or Dead. 

Thus when all Dangers they have paſt, 
Your Leaves, like Leaves of Braſs, thall laſt. 
No Blaſt ſhall from a Critick's Breath, 

By vile Infection cauſe their Death, 

"Till they in Flames at laſt expire, 

And help ty ſet the World on Fire. 


B 


A Paragraph of the firſt Preface that 
was omitted, which the Reader (ac- 
cording to his Judgment or Diſcretion) 
may inſert where he pleaſes. 


HERE is a remarkable Paſſige in 
Petronins Arbiter, which plainly 
proves, by a Royal Example, that Pux- 
NING was a necefſſiry Ingredient to make 
an Entertainment agrecable. Ihe Words 
are theſe ; “ Ingerebat nibilominus Trimal- 
* chio leut iſima voce, CARPE. Ego ſuſ- 
* picatus ad aliquam rrbanitatem, toties ite- 
* ratam vocem pertinere, non erubui eum 
* qu? ſupra me accrmbebat hoc ipſimm inter- 
ragare. At ille qui ſepins ejuſmod: ludos 
ſpeFaverat, vides, inquit, illum qui ob ſo- 
nium carpit, CARPUS woratur, tag; 
* quotieferingiie dicit Ca RE, eodem werbo 
Ee vc mper!. And it is farther 
remarkable, that cvery Day of his Life 
he made the fame Pux at Dinner and 
Supper. 
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Flec nur, ab ins Pun-i e um arnnalibus 
Prolata, lungo tempore edidimus ili. Feſt. 


I ve rak d the Aſhes of the Dead, to ſhow 
Pi NS were in Vogue hve thouſand Years 290, 


Ages of PUNNIN (7, and the 
Laftre it gives to Converſati- 
on, are commonly fo little knoten 


the Vorl, that ſcarce one Man of 
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Learning in fifty, to their Shame be it 
ſpoken, appears to have the leaſt Tincture 
of it in his Diſcourſe. This I can impute 
to nothing, but that it hath not been reduc'd 
zo 4 Science; and indeed Cicero ſcem'd 


long ago to wiſh for it, as we may pathey 
From bis ſecond Book de Oratore, p. 115. 
where be has this remarkable Paſſage, Sua- 
vis autem eſt & vehementer ſæpe utilis 
jocus & facetiæ cum ambignitate 
in quibus tu longe aliis mea ſententia, 
Cæſar, excellis, quo magis mihi etiam 
teſtis eſſe potes, aut nullam eſſe artem 
ſalis, aut ſi qua eft, cam nos tu portifſi- 
mum docebis. © PUNNING is extreamly 
e delightful, and oftentimes very profita- 
% ble, in which, as far as I can judge, 
„ Cxſar, yor excel all Mankind; for 
« which Reaſon your may inform me, Tohe- 
*© ther there be any Art of PUNNING, or 
* if there be, above all Things, I befecch 
* you, to inſtruct me in it.” So much 
was this great Man aſtected with the Art, 


and ſuch a noble Idea did be conceive of 


it, that he gave Cxfar the Preference to all 


Mankind, only on Account of that Accom- 


pliſhment. 


Let Criticks ſay what twey will, I will 
venture to affirm, That PUN" 1NG, of all 
Arts and Sciences, 7s the moſt extraordi- 
nary, for all others are circumſcribed by 
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certain Bounds, hut this alone is found to 
bave no Limits, b-canſe to excel therein 
requires a moſt extenſive Knowledge of 
all Thmgs. A Punncr muſt be a Man of 
the greate// Natural Abilities, and of the 
beft Accompliſhments : His Wit muſt be 
Poignant and Fruitful, bis Underſtanding 
Clear and Diſtinct, bis Imagination Deli- 
cate and Cheartul, he miſt have an extra- 
ordinary Elevation of Soul, far above 
all Mean and Low Conceptions, and theſe 
muſt be ſiuſtaind with a Vivacity fit to ex- 
preſs his Ideas, with that Grace and Beau- 
ty, that Strength and Swcetneſs, which 
become Sentiments ſ% truly Noble and Sub- 
lime. 


And now, left I ond he ſuſpeFed of im- 


yoſing upon my Render, I muſt intreat bim 4 
0 cunſicler how high Plato has carry'd his 5 | 
Sentiments of thrs Art, (and Plato 3s al- {1 
low by all Men to have ſcen farther into 41 
. | Heaven, than any Heathen, either before or 4k q 
ſuce) does not he ſay poſitively in bis Cra- 1 b 


tylus, Jocos & Di! amant The Gods ; | 
themſelves love Puxx! NG, IWhich F am -4 


apt r believe from Homer's dees ines, '44 
| inextinguith'd L2ughtcr ; becauſe there is T1 
| u other Motive could canſe ſuch continu'd 1 


| Merriment among the Gods. 


4 
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As to the Antiquity f this Art, Buxtorf 
proves it to be very early among the Chal- 
dæans, which any one may ſee at large, 
who will read what be favs upon the Ward 
Ts PUN, Voculaz eft Chaldzis familia- 
riſſima, Cc. It is a Word that is moſt fre- 
quently in Uſe among the Chaldeans, who 
were firſt inflrued in the Methods of 
PUNNING by their Magi, and gain'd ſuch 
Reputation, that Proloinxus Philo-pun- 
neus ſent for fix of thoſe learned Prieſls, 
to propag ate their Doctrine of PUNS in fix 
of bis principal Cities, which they did with 
ſuch Succeſs, that bis Majeſty order'd by 
publick Edict, to have a full Collection of 
all the PG xs made within bis Dominions 
For three Tears paſt , and this Collection 
Ad one large Apartment of bis Library, 
having this following remarkable Inſcrip- 
tion over the Door, 'I=rear 4,55, The Shop 
of the Soul's Phyfick. Vide Joſeph. Ben- 
gor. Chronic. in Edit. ' 
dz. Seriem Godoliæ Tradit. Hebraic. 
Corpus Paradofeon Titulo Megill. c. 1. $.8. 
Chronic. Samarit. Abulphetachi. Megillat. 
Taanit. 


Some Authors, but than what Ground: 
is wncertain, will have PAN, who in tbe 
Zolick Diale& is ca!”d Pur, to be the 

Author 


Georg, Homedi- 
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Aut Lor of PU NS, becanſe they ſay, PAN 


being the God of univerſal Nature, and 
PUNNING free of all Languages, it is 
highly probable, that it owes its firſt Ori- 
gin, as well as Name, to this God: O- 
thers again attribute it to Janus, and for 
this Neu ſon Janus had two Faces; 
and of Conſequence they conjedtur'd every 
Word he ſpoke bad a donble Meaning, 
But, however, I give little Credit to theſe 
Opinions, which I am apt to believe were 
broach'd in the Dark and Fabulous Ages 
of the World; for I doubt, before the firſi 
Olympiad, there can be no great Dependance 


upon Prophine Hiſtory. 


I am much more inclin'd to give Credit 
to Buxtort ;, nor is it improbable that Py- 
thagoris, who ſpent twenty eight Tears at 
Egypt in bis Studies, brought this Art, to- 
gether with ſome Arcana's f Philoſophy, 
into Greece ; the Reaſon for which might be, 
That Philoſophy and PUNNING were a 
mutual Aſfliſtance to each other: For, 
ſays he, Puns are like fo many Torch- 
Lebte in the Head, that give the Soul a 
very d:/tinF View of thoſe Images, which 
ſhe before feem'd to groap after, as if 
ſhe hid been impriſon'd in a Dungeon. 
From whence he look'd upon PUNS to be 
Sacred, and had ſuch a Regard to them, 

thas 
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that be left a Precept to his Difciples, For- 
bidding them to cat Beuns, becanſe they were 
calld in Greek . Let not, ſays be, 
one Grain of the S»24 of Beans be loſt, 
but preferve and ſcatter them over all 
Greece; that both our Gardens and our 
Fields may flouriſh with a Pegetable, 
which, on account of its Name, not only 
brings an Hon: to our Cormtry, but as 
it diſperſes its Effiuvia in the Air, it may 
alſo by a ſecret Imprlſe prepare the Soul 
tor PuNNiNG, which | <efteem the firſt 
and great Felicity of Life. 


This Art being ſo very weell recommended 
by fo Great a Man, it was not long before 
it ſpread through all Greece, and at laft 
was load upon to be ſuch a neceſſary Ac- 
compliſhment, that no Perſon was admit- 
red to 4à Feaſt, who was not firſt examin'd, 
and if be were found ignorant of PUNNING, 
be was difmiſy'd with, . £:619-, Hence 


ye Prophane. 


If any one doubt the Truth of what I 
ſay, let bim conſult the Apophthegms of 
Plutarch, who, after be had paſs'd ſeveral 
Encomiums pon this Art, gives ſome Ac- 
count of Perſons eminent in it. Among 
which (to ſborten my Preface) I chnſe one of 
the moſt illuſtrious Examples, and will 


ener- 
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 thtertain the courteous Reader with the fol- 
ding Story = 


King Philip had his Collar-Bone broken 
in a Battel. and his Phyſician expecting 
Money of him every Vilit, the King re- 
prov'd him with a PFO, faying, He bad 
the Key in his own Hands : Tor the Word 
Mus, in the Original, ſignifies both a Ke 
and 4 Collar-Bone. Vide Plut. Apop 


p. 177. 


C » 


We have alſo ſevera! Puns recorded in 


Diogenes Laertius's Lives of the Phrloſo- 


phers, and thoſe made by the wiſeſt and 
graveſt Men among them, even by Diogenes 
tbe Cynick, who, altbough pretending to 
withſtand the irrefiſtable Charms of PU N- 
NING, was curſt with the Name of an Ab- 
horrer. Yet in ſpight of all his ill-na- 
ture and Affectation (for be was a Tub- 

eacher) be made ſo excellent a Pu, 
that Scaliger ſaid, He wou'd rather have 
been Author of it than King of Navar. 
The Story is as follows. 


Didymus (nor Didymus the (Commentator 
1pon Homer, but a famous Rake among the 
Ladies at Athens) having taken in hand to 
cite a Virgins Eye that Was ſore, bad this 
Caution given bim by Diogenes, Take Care 

C you 


you do not corrupt your Pupil. The Word 


wer frgnifying both the Pupil of the Eye and 
4 Virgin. Vid. Laert. 4 F 


It would be endleſs to produce all the 
Authorities that might be gather'd from 
Diodorus Siculus, Herodotus, Proconofius, 
Bergzus, Dionyſius Halicarnenſis, Lyco- 
phron, Pindar, Apollonius, Menander, 
Ariſtophanes, Cointhus Cous, Nonnus, 
Demoſthenes, Euripides, T hucydides, Plato, 
Ariſtotle, c. From every one of which 
J ſhould have produc'd ſome Quotations, 
were it not that we are ſi unfortunate in 
this * Kingdom, not to have Greek Types 
ſufficient fur ſuch an Undertaking : For 
want of which I have been put to the ne- 
ceffity in the Word Kora, of writing an 
Alpha for an Eta. 


However, I believe it will not be amiſs to 
bring ſome few Teſtimonies, to ſhew in what 
great Efteem the Art of PUNNING was 
among the moſt refin'd Wits at Rome, and 
that in the moſt polite Apes, as will appear 
from the following Quotations. 


Quintil. 


— — —— —— ES CEE 


* Ireland, 


PEEK x 
Quintil. Inſtitut. Orator.. lib. 6. p. 255, 


Urbanitas eft Virtus qu+dam, in breve di- 
Gum, verum ſenſu duplici, coacta, & ata 
ad deleFandos homines, &c. 


Thus Tranſlated, 


PUNNING 1s 2 Vertue, compriz'd in 
2 ſhort Expreſhon, with à double Mean- 


inz, and fitted to delight rhe Ladies. 
| Ex Lucrctto. 


| Quo magis etermim Az 4 , leporem. 
; Luc. 
; Goddefs., etrinil Pr xs on inc beſtow. 


Fk.t alibi. 


, Omuia enim lepids mag ts d Arran, amantq; F 

, Germanis que ſub verbis latitantia cernunt , | 
ö Verbaq; conftitunnt ſmile frroata ſunore, 

1 Nec ſimili ſcuſu, ſed que nitrate placerent. 9 | 

4 All Men of Mirth and Ser fe 14d mire and 

; f (love 

| Thoſe Words which like Twin-brothers #1 

F (doubtful prove; 4 

— When the ſame Sounds a diff'rent Senſe '1 
(diſguile, 4 

In being e c i the greateſt Pleaſure lies. 44 

C 3 E. 5 | 
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Ez Claudiano. 


Focibus alternant ſenſus, fraudiſq: joco 2, 
Vim duplicem rident, lacrymoſaq, — 1 mi ſ 
| (cent. 
From Word to Word th* ambiguons Senſe 
#5 play. 
Laughing ſucceeds and joyful a 
Ex Martiale. * 
Sit mihi, Cinna, comes, ſalibus dictiſg; facetus, 
Qui ſapit ambiguos fundere ab ore ſonos. 


Cimna, give me the Man when all is done, 
That wiſely knows to crack a Jeſt and 
(PUN. 


Ex Petronio. 


Dick, ſales, riſus, urbana crepundia vocum, 
Ingenii facilis que documenta dabunt. 


Jokes, Repartees, and Laugh, and Punx 
3 (polite, 
Are the true Teſt to prove a Man is right. 


Ex Lucano. 


Illi eſt imperium riſes, qui fraude leporis 
Ambigua fallens, humeros quatit uſq, ſolutis 
Nexibus,ac tremuli trepidant curvamina dorfi, 
Et jecur, et cordis fibras, & pandit anbelas 
Puimonts !atebras 

XA He's 


— 
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He's King of Mirth that flily cheats our 
Senſe 
WithPuN ambiguous, pleaſing in Suſpenſe; 
The Shoulders lax become, the bending 
_ Wack 
Upheay'd with Laughter, makes our Ribs 
- (to crack, 
Ev'n to the Liver he can Joys impart, 
And play upon the Fibres of the Heart ; 
Open the Chambers of the Longues, * and 
3 (there 
Give longer Life in Laughing, than in Air. 


But to come nearer Home, and our own 
Times, we know that France, in the late 
Reign, was the Seat of Learning and Po- 
licy ; and what made it ſo, but the great 
Encotrragement the King gave PUNNERS 
above any other Men For it is too notori- 
ous, to quote any Author for it, that Lewis 
le Grand gave 4 hundred Piſtoles for one 
fingle Pun-Motto, made upon an Abbot, 
who dy d in a Field, having 4 Lilly grow- 
ing out of bis A 


Habe mortem præ ocuhlis. 
Abbe mort en pres an culig. 


Nor was his Bounty leſs to Monſieur dc 
Ferry de Lageltre the Painter, though the 
PuN and the Picture turn'd againſt bim- 


a 


6 8 a * 
# Potius, Lwg5, as & Duich Commentator wow'd ob ſerve. 
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felf, who drew bis Majeſty ſhooting, and at 
ſome Diſtance from him another Man aiming 
— — ame Fowl, who was withheld by a 


an, pointing at the Ving, with ihe 
2 ords & his Month ; N f 


Ne voyez vous le Roy tirant. 


Heving now, from the beſt A uthorities, 
| ou'd the Antiquity and Excel- 
Jence ow Art of PUNNING, nothing re- 
mains to give - general Direckions 
as to the Manner how this Science is to be 
taug bt. 


I. Let the Husband teach his “tte to 
read it. 


II. Let her be appointed to teach her 
Children. 


III. Let the Head Servant of the Family 
inſtruct all the reſt, and that every Morn- 
ing before the Maſter and bliſtreſs are up. 


IV. The Maſters and Miſſes are to re- 
peat a Rule every Day, with the Exam- 
ples, and every Vititing Day be brought 
up to ſhew the Company what tne Me- 
mories they have, 


V. They matt go ten "Times througl 
the Book beforc they te allow'd to aim 
at a * N. | YL 


_ x wy 


W 
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| VI. They muſt every Day of their 


Lives repeat fix ſpnonimons Words, or 


Words like in Sound, before they be al- 


low'd to fit down to Dinner. Such as 


Aſſent, Aſtent. Alter, Altar. 
A Laſs, Alas. A Peer, Appear. 
Bark, Barque. Barbery, Barberrie. 


They ar? all to be found in Metre, moſt 


laborioufly compiled by the learned Author of 


the Engliſh School-Maſter, Printed Anno 
1641. London Edit. P. 52. 


VII. If any cldeft Son has not a Ca- 
4 to attain to this Science, let him be 

inherited as Non-Compors, and the Eftate 
given to the next hopeful Child. 


Si quid noviſti reins iflis, 
Candidus imperti; fi non, bis utere mecum. 
Hor. 
If any Man can better Rules impart, 
PI give him Leave ro do't with all my 
(Heart. 


{t 
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ARTof PUNNING:; 
OR, 


The Flower of Languages, 
In Seventy Nine RULES, @c. 
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E TTT 
The Logical Definition of PUNNING. 


_ AT A dicuntur, id ipſum 
— -4 quod ſunt, agorum eſe dicun- 


tur, aut alis Yuovis modo ad 
{| lad referuntur 


PUN $ in their very Nature and Con- 
ſtitution have a Relation to ſomething 
D elſe 
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elſe, or if they have not, any other R 
why, will ſerve as well. of eaſon Man 


a" 
r, 
The Phyfical Definition of PU N N ING, Reaſor 
according to Cardan. = 5 

fe 


PUNNING is an Art of harmonions Rh 
Jinggling upon Words, which paſſing in at ave. 
the Ears, and falling upon the Dia 3 who . 
excites a titillary Motion in thoſe Parts, R. 

and this being convey'd by the Animal better 
Spirits into the Muſcles of the Face, raiſes hid, 


the Cockles of the Heart. Street 
who I 

The Moral Definition of PUNNING. 3 
PUNNING is 4 Virtue that moſi fd 


effeFually promotes the End of Good Fel- N. 
lowſhip, which js Laughing. 


N. B. I deſign to make the moſt cele- _ 
brated Prnners in theſe Kingdoms Exam- mer 
ples to the following Rules : to cl 

Rule 1. The Capital Rule He that K. 
Puns, muſt have a Head for it; that is, afte 

He muft be a Man of Letters, of a md 
ſprightly and tine Imagination, whatever 1 
Men may think of his Judgment ; like wit 
Dr. — —, who ſaid, when a Lady Th, 
threw down his Cremona Fiddle with a 7 
Friſk of her Mantau, Cor 


Mantua 


ofon | 
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Mantua ve miſere niminm vicina Cre- 
mon / 

Or, if you would have a more obvious 
Reaſon, St. Dennis never made a PUN 
after his Head was cut off. Vid. Popiſh 
Leg. Tom. 73, p. 15000. 

Rule 2. The Rule of Forehead : He muſt 
have good Aſſurance, like my Lord 
who Puns in all Companies. 

R. 3. The Brazen Rule He muſt have 
better Aſſurance, like Brigadier who 
laid, That as he was paſſing through the 
Street, he made up to a Country Fellow 
who had a Hare ſinging on 4a Stick over 
bis Shoulder, and giving it a Shake, aſt' d 
bim, Whether it was his own Hair or a 
Perrwig 2 Whereas it is 2 notorious Ox- 
ford Jelt. 

R. 4. The Rule of Impudence : He muſt 
have the beſt Aſſurance, like Doctor —— 
who although I had in three fair Combats 
worſted him, yet he had the Impudence 
to challenge me a fourth Time. 

R. 5. Any Perſon may PUN ano- 
ther Man's PUNS about half an Hour 


after he has made them, as Dr. - 
and Mr. 


trequently do. 

I remember one Day I was in Company 
with them, and upon Major ſaying, 
That be would leave me the Gout for a 
Legacy, I made Anſwer, and told the 
Company, [ —_ be ſorry to have 


Such 


B ͤ a 2c 0 
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Such a Leg as He. They both ſmipp'd 
it up in their Turns, and had as much 
Applauſe for the PUN as I had. 

R 6. The Rule of Pun in Pun. All 
PUNS made upon the Word PUN, are 
to be eſtcem'd as ſo much O74 Gold. 
Ex. Gr. 

Suppoſe two famous PUNSTE #5 ſhould 
contend for the Superiority, and a Man 
ſhould wittily fay, This is a Carthaginian 


War. 


weſt, How, Sir? 

Anſ. Why, Sir, it is a Piin-ich Far. 

R. 7. Ihe Socratiet Rule is to inſtruc 
others by Way of Queſtion and Anſiver. 

Queſt e was the firſt Drawer ? 

Anſ. Potifer. 

Q. # hich is the Seat of the Spleen t 

A. The Hipps. 

Q: Who were the firſt Bakers * 

A. The Cruſtumenianss (Maſters of 
tbe Rells, quoth Capt. Wolſeley _) 

Q. Where did the firſl Hermapbrodites 
tome from? 

A. Middleſex. 
Q. What Part of England has the moſt 
Dogs ? 
A. Barkſhire. 
Q. From whence come the frft Tumblers ? 
A From Scmer ſet. 


Q he 
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= Q. Who were the firſt Mortgagers of 


ch Land? 
A. The People of Cumberland. 
I Q. What Men in the World are the beſt 1 
re Soldiers ? bil 
ld. A. Your red-hair'd Men, becauſe they | 
alwavs carry their Fire-locks upon their 
1d Shoulders. | 
in Q. Why ſboul a Man in Debt be calF'd a 
* Diver ? 
A. Becauſe he is dipp'd over Head 
and Ears. 


— — — __ 


Q. Why are Ladies of late Tears well 

qualify'd for Hunting? 
4 A. Becauſe they come with à Hoop and 

A Hollow, 

Q. Why are Preſbyterians, Independants, 
Quakers, XC. ſaid to be Vermin £ 

A. Becauſe they are In-ſe@s. 

Q. IWhere were the firft Breeches made? 

A. At Thiatyira. 


—— _—_— A. - 


—U — 
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of Q, Who were the firſt Gold. finders? 
A. The Turditani. 
hy QM bat Part of the World is beſt to feed 
Dogs in? 
A. Lapland. 
ſt Q. What Prince in the World ſhould have 


a Boar for his Arms 2 
A. The Duke of Tuſcany. 
* Q. Where do the beſt C orn-cutters live ? 


A. At Leghorn. 
Q. hy 


W 3 — ——— —— e 
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Q. Why are Horſes with Grenſo in their 
Heels the beſt Racers ? 
A. Becauſe their Heels are given to Run- 


Q. What is the Reaſon that Rats and 

Mice are ſo much afraid of Baſe Violins 
and Fiddles ? 
A. Becauſe they are ſtrung with Cat-gut. 
Q. If « * is a Whig, and pre- 
zends to be a Tory, or vice verſa, why 
ſbould bis Gown be ſtripp d off : 

A. Becauſe he is guilty of Sham-party. 

Q. How many Animals are concern'd in 
the Formation of the Engliſh Tongue? 

A. According to Bruck--anan, 2 great 
Number, ( viz.) Cat—agorical, Dog— 
matical, Crow—nolozical, Flea—botomy, Fiſh-- 
gnomy, Squirril—ity, Rat—ification, Monſe-- 

— Puſ—ilanimity, Hare —editary, Aſs-- 
tronomy, y —ography, Stag— yrite, Duck-- 
tility. 
here were the firſt Hams made? 
A. They were made in the Temple of 
Jupiter Hammon, by the Hamadryades ,, one 
of them, (if we may depend upon Baker's 
Chronicles) was fent as a Preſent to a 
Gentleman in Ham--hhire, of the Family 
of the Ham--iltons, who immediately ſent 
it to Ham- ton Court, where it was hung 
up by a String in the Hall, by Way of 
Rarity, whence we have the Engliſb Phraſe 
Ham- ſtrung. 


Thus 
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Thus did great Socrates improve the Mind, 
By Queſtions, uſeful fince, to all Mankind ; 
For when the purblind Soul no 2 ſaw, 
Than Length of Noſe,into dark Nature's Law, 
His Method clear'd up all, enlarg d the Sight, 
And ſo he taught bis Pupils with Day-Light. 


R. 8 The Rule of Interruption. Altho' 
the Company be engag'd in a Diſcourſe 
of the moſt ſerious Conſequence, it is and 


may be lawful to interrupt them with a 
PN. Ex. Gr. | 


Suppoſe them poring over a Problem 
in the Mathemeticks, you may, without 
Offence, aſk them, How go Squares with 
them You may ſay too, That being 106 
Intent upon thoſe Figures, they are become 
Cycloeid, z. e. Sickly Ey'd; for which 
they are a Pack of Logarithms, i. e. Lager- 
beads. Vide R. 34. 


R. 9. The Rule of Riſihiliig. A Man 
muſt be the firſt that Hnughs at his own 
PuN ; as Aſartial adviſes : 


Qui ſindet alterins riſum captare lepore, 
Imprimis rictum contrabat ipſe funm. 


He 


—— 
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He that wou'd move another Man to 
Laughter, 

Muft firſt begin, and t'other ſoon comes 

after. 


R. 10. The Rule of Retaliation, obliges 
you, if a Man makes fifty PU Na, to re- 
turn all, or the moſt of them, in the 
ſame Kind. As for Inſtance: Sir 
ſent me a Catalogue of Mrs Prudence s 
Scholars, and deſir'd my Advice, as to 
the Management of them. 


Miſs—Chief, The Ringleader. 

Miſs — Advice, That ſpoils her Face 
with Paint. 

Mifs—Rule, That does every Thing ſhe 
is forbid. 

Mifs— Application, Who has not done 
one Letter in her Sampler. 

Miſs—Belief, Who cannot ſay the Creed 

et. 
a Miſs —Call, A perfect Billing ſpate. 

Mi Fortune, That loſt her Grand- 
mother's Needle. 

Miſs-—Chance, That broke her Leg a 
Romping. 

Miſs —Gruide, That led the young Miſſes 
into the Dirt. 


Mi 
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Miſs—Lay'd, Who left her Porringer 

to of Flower and Milk where the Cat got 
it. | 


Mi Management, That let all her 
Stockings run out at Heels for Want of 


es Darning. 
A For which I ſent the following Maſters, 
* Maſter —Stroke, To whip them. 


Maſter —IForkman, To dreſs them. 
Mafter—Ship, To rig them. 
Matter — Lye, to cxcule them. 
Maſter Mort To purge them. 

e Maſter— Piece, Lo p+tch them. 
Maſter— Ney, io lock them up. 
Maſter —Pock, To mortify them. 


If theſe can't keep your Ladies quiet, 
Pull down their Courage with low Diet. 
4 Perhaps, dear Sir, you'll think it cruel, 

To feed em on plain Watcr-Gruel ; 

But take my Word, the beſt of Breeding, 
1. As it is plain, requires plain Feeding. 
Vide Roſcom. 


; R. 11. The Rule of Reper 


ition : You 
muſt never let a Pu be loſt, but repeat | 
and comment upon it, till every one in 1 
the Company both hcars and underſtands 4 
it. Ex. Gr. | 


E Sir, 
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- Sir, I have good Vine to give you; ex- 
cellent Pontack, which I por pon Tick; 
but, Sir, we muſt have a little Pun-talk 
over it; you take me, Sir, you, and 
and too, Madam here is Pun- 
Talk upon Pontack, and *pon-Tick too, 
Hay. 

R. 12. The Elementary Rule. Keep to 


your Elements, whether you have Fiſb, 
Fowl, or Fleſh for Dinner: As for 
ſtance 


, 


B not this Fi which Mr. Pool ſent 


me extream {weet? I think it is main 
good, what Say you? O my Soal, I ne- 
ver taſted better, and I think it ought 
to take Place of any that Szwims ? though 
you may Carp at me for ſaying ſo, I can 
aſſure you that both Dr. Sprar and Dr. 


Whalley are of my Mind. 


This 1s an excellent Fowl, and a fit 
Diſk for High-Fliers ; pray, Sir, what is 
your O-pinion of this Wings As for the 
Leg, the Cook ought to be Clapper-claw'd 
for not roaſting it enough. But, now I 
think on't, why ſhould this be calYd the 
Bird of Bacchus ? 


A. Becauſe it was dreſs d by your drun- 
ken Cook. Not at all. LEA the 
4 | Mitter. 
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Matter. Pray is it not a Grape - lauer ? i. e. 
Grey Plover. 


Are you for any of this Mutton, Sir ? 
If not, I can tell you, that you ought 
to be Lambaſted; for you muſt know 
that I have the beſt in the Country. M 
Sheep bear away the Bell, and I can a 
fure you that, all Feathers, I can treat 
my Friends with as good Mutton as 
this : He that cannot make a Meal of it, 
ought to have it Ram-med down his 


Throat, 
R. 13. The Rule of RetroſpeFion. By 


this you may recal a Diſcourſe that has 
been paſt two Hours, and introduce it 


ths —— 


Sir, As you were ſaying two Hours 
ago You bought thoſe Stockings in 
Wales ;, I believe it, for they ſeem to be 
Well-choſe, 1. e. Welch-Hoſe. 


Sir, You were ſaying, if I miſtake not, 
an Hour or two ago, That Soldiers 
baue the ſpeedieſt Juſtice. I agree with 
you in that For they are never with- 


out Red-Drefs. 


R. 14. The Rule of Tranſition. Which 
will ſerve to intr * any Thing 2 
2 as 
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has the moſt remote Relation to the Sub- 
ject you are upon. Ex. Gr. 5 


- If aMin PNs upon a Sable, you may 
P upon a Corn-Field, a Meadow, 2 
Horſe Part, a Smith's or Sadler's- Shop. 
Ex. Gr. 

One ſays, His Horſes are gone to Rack 
Then you anſwer, I wou'd turn Oat the 
Raſcal that looks after them. Hay, Sir! 
don't yon think I am right, I would Strike 
while the Iron is bot; and Pummel the 


Dog to ſome purpoſe. 


R. 15. The Rule of Alienation. Which 
obliges you when People are diſputing 
hotly upon a Subject, to pitch upon that 
Word which gives the greateſt Diſtur- 
bance, and to make a PUN upon it. 
This has not cnly occafion'd Peace in 

rivate Companies, but has put a Stop to 

ot Wranglings in Parliaments and Con- 
vocations, which otherwiſe would not 
fo ſoon come to a Reſolution. For, as Ho- 
race ſays, Ridiculum acri, &c. and very 
often it is found fo. 


Sir — — once in Parliament 
brought in a Bill which wanted ſome 4 
mendment , which being deny'd him by 
the Houſe, he frequently repeated, by, 


13 
de Thirfied to mend bis Bill ; upon which 
1 worthy Member got up, and faid, Mr. 
Sealer, J humbly move, fince that Mem- 
„der Thirfts ſo very much, that be may be 
1 | allowed to mend his Draught. This put the 
; | Houſe into ſuch a good Humour, that his 
| Petition was granted. 


R. 16. The Rule of Analogy, is when 
two Perſons PUN upon different Subjects, 
after the ſame Manner. As, ſays one, I 
went to my Shoemaker's to Day for a 
Pair of Shoes, which I beſpoke a Month 
ago, and when All came to All, the Dog 
| Briftles up to me with a thouſand Ex- 
cuſes, that I thought there would never 
, be an End of his Diſcourſe : But upon my 
: calling him a Raſcal, he to Wax 
warm, and had the Impudence to bid me 
| Vamp off, for he had not Leiſure now to 
| talk to me, becauſe he was going to Din- 
ner, which vex'd me indeed to the very 
Soal, upon this I Frmped out of his Shop 
in 2 great Rage, and with'd that the next 
Bit he eat might be his Loft. 


| Says another, I went to a Tanner's that 
owed me ſome Money, and what do you 

think, but the Pittifiel Fellow was Fleſhed 

at it, infomuch that forſooth he could 

not Hide his Reſentment, but told me, 

That it was enough to fet a Man _ 
ma 
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mad to be Dunned ſo early in a Morn- 
ing. And as for his Part, he would Curry 
Favour no Jonger with me, let me do my 
worſt. Thus the unmannerly Cur Barked 
at me, Oc. | 


R. 17. The Sophiſticated Rule, is fixing 
upon a Man a Saying which he never 
ſpoke, and making a PUN upon it, as, 


„Sir, ſince you ſay he was born in Bark- 
Sire, IT fay be is 4 Son of a Bitch. 


R. 18. The Rule of Train, is a Method 
of introducing PUNsS which we have ſtu- 
dy'd before. Ex. Gr. | 


By talking of Truelock the Gun-Smith, 
his very Name will provoke ſome Perſon 
in the Company to PUN. Then you pro- 
ceed —— Sir, I ſmell Porwder, but you 
are plaguy Weak in your Main-Spring for 
PUNNING ; I would adviſe you to get a 
better Stock, before you pretend to Lert 
off, though you may think your ſelf 
Prime in this Art, you are much miſta- 
ken, for a very young Beginner may be 
a Match for you : Ay, Sir, you may Cock 
and look big, but w-pan my Word I take 
you to be no more than a Flaſh, and Mrs. 
Skin- Flint my Neighbour, ſhall PUN with 
vou for a Piſtole; if I do not loſe my 
Aim, &e. 


R. 19. 


; 


| 


E. 19. The wh, 
' nftance, when you ha 
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Challenge. As for 


ve conn'd over in 


your Mind a Chain of Puxs, you fur- 


led LR LEE AS Fl 


' 


prize the beſt PU VER in Company, after 


this Manner ——— Say, Tan-Pit if you 
dare. 


R. 20. The Sanguine Rule, allows you 
to ſwear a Man out of his Pun, and 
prove your ſelf the Author of it, as Dr. 
— ferved Captain , who was told 
how a Slater working at his Houſe, fell 
through all the Rafters, from Top to Bot- 
tom, and that upon this Accident he ſaid, 
He lov'd to F ., a Man go cleverly through 
bis Work. That is mine by —— faid he 
Doctor. 


R. 21. The Rule of Concatenation, is 

making a String of Puxs as faſt as you 

can, that no Body elfe can put in a Word 

= NN have exhauſted the Subject. 
Gr. 


There was one * Appleby a Gardiner, 
fell in Love with one Mrs. Curran, for 
her Cherry Cheeks and her Lilly white 
Hand, and ſoon after he got her conſent 
to Graft upon her Stock; Mr. Link the 
Parſon was ſent for, who join'd the Jov- 


ing Pair together, Mr. Rowintree and Mr. 
Holyoak 
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Holyoak were Bride-men. The Compan 

were, my Lady Jon Keel, . 
M 2 Foot to compliment them, and 
her Maid Sally, remarkable for her Cu- 
rote, that rid upon a Cheſtnut, There 
was Dr. Burrage too, a conſtant Medley 
in other Peoples Affairs. He was lately 
im-peach'd for murdering Don Quick-Set. 
Mrs. Lettice Skirret and Mrs. Roſe-merry 
were the Bride-Maids ; the latter ſung a 
Song to oblige the Company, which an 
arch Wag call'd a Funeral Dirge But 
notwithſtanding this, our Friend Fobn 
began to thrive upon Matrimony like a 
Twig in 4 Buſh. I forgot to tell you, 
that the 4 2 had ſo much Cabbage 
out of the Wedding Suit, there was none 
at all for Supper. 


R. 22. The Rule of Inoculating, is when 
a Perſon makes an excellent Pu N, and 

ou immediately fix another upon it, as 
Dean one Day faid to a Gentleman, 

who had a very little Bob Wig, Sir, The 
Dam of your Wig is a Whiſker; upon 
which I came in very d propes, and faid, 
Sir, That cannot be, for it is but an Ear- 
WIS» 


R. 23. The Rule of Deſertion allows you 
to bring a Man into a Puk, and leave 
him to work it out: As, ſuppoſe you 


2 &f 5 © 
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ſhould hear a Man fay the Word Incom- 
parable—— Then you proceed, In—com— 
Incom—Par—Par—rable rable——— So let 
the other make his beſt of it. 


R. 24. The Salick Rule is a Pretence to 
a Jumping of Wits : That is, when a Man 
has made a good PN, the other ſwears 
with a Pu he was juſt coming out 
with 1t. 


One Night 1 remember Mr. ſerv'd 
Dr. o. The former ſaying over a 
Bottle, Will. I am for my Miſtreſs here; 
how fo, ſays Toms Why, I am for Wine 
—if—red. By this Crooked * Stick, ſaid 
Tom, | was coming out with it. 


R. 25. The Etymological Rule is when 3 
Man hunts 2 PUN through every Letter 
and Syllable of a Word : As for Exam- 
ale, I am afk'd, What is the beſt Word to 
ſpend an Evening with? I anſwer'd, Po- 
tatoes, — For there is Po—Pot—Pota— 
Potat—Potatoe, and the Reverſe Satatop. 


R. 26. The Rule of Mortification is when 

a Man has got the Thanks and Laugh of 
a Company for 2 good PUN, an Enemy 
to the Art ſwears he read it in Cambridge 
En Feſte 


CESS» N ' — — 
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Feſfts. This is fuch an Inverſion of it, 
that I think I may be allow'd to make 
Examples of theſe Kind of People in 


Verle. 


Thus Puppies that adore the Dark. 
Againſt bright Cynthia Howl and Bark; 
Altho” the Regent of the Night, 

Like ns, is gay with borrow'd Light. 


R. 27. The Pr:feffronary Rule, is to frame 
a Story, and ſwear you were preſent at 
an Event where every Man talk'd in his 
own Calling. Ex. Gr. 

Major Swears he was preſent at 
the — of a Pick-pocket by a great 
Rabble in Smithfeld and that he heard 
A 

Taylor ſay, Send the Dog to Hell. 

The Cook, Let me at him, Pl Bafte 

him. 

The Toyner, Tis Plain the Dog was 

caught in the Fact, I Saw him. 

The Blackſmith, He's 2 fine Spark 1n- 

deed. 

The Butcher, Anock down the Shambling 

Cur: 

2 Se 3. wier, Make the Light ſhine thre 

tt'. 

The Bookſeller, Bind him over. 

The Saddler, Pummel him. 

The Farmer, Thraſb the Dog. 
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A Popiſh Prieft going by, Ill make the 
Devil fly out F him. 


R. 28. The Brazen-head Rule. is when 
a PUNSTER ſtands his Ground againſt a 
whole Company, tho' there is not one to 
fide with him, to the utter Deſtruction 
of all Converſation but his own As 
for Inſtance Says one-—— I hate a 
PuN then he Whena PUN 7s 
meant, is it + Puniſhment ? Duce take your 
Quibling A. Sir, I will not bate you an 
Ace; Cinque me if} I do, and I'll make von 
Know that I am Sice above you This 
Fellow cannot talk out of his Element— 
To Divert you was all I meant. 


29. R. The Hypothetick Rule, is when you 
ſuppoſe Things hardly conſiſtent to be 
united for the fake of a Pun: As for 
Inſtance— Suppoſe a Perſon in the Pillory 
had receiv'd a full Diſcharge of Eggs 
upon cvery Part of his Face but the 
Handle of it, Why would he make the 
longeſt Verſes in the World? 


Ant. FVerſis Alexandrinos, i. e. All-eggs 
and Dry—Noſe. 


R. 30. The Rule of Naturalization, is, 
that PUNNING is free of all Languages : 
As for the Latin Romanos, you may ſay 

22 Roman 
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Roman Noſe—— Temeraria, Tom where 
are you—— Oxonie pro 4 Po on you, 
pray Speak to ws, F or tne French, Quelque 
choſe, you may ſay in Engliſh, Kick Shoes. 
When one ſays of + Thief, I wiſh be was 
Tranſported. A. He is already Fur e- 
nough. 


Dr. made an excellent Advantage 
of this Rule one Night. when a certain 
eviſh Gentleman in his Company had 
oft his SpeFacles, he bid him have a good 
Heart, for if it continued Raining all Night, 
be would find them in the Morning. Pray 
how ſo? Why, Sir, 


Nocke pluit tota redeunt SpeFacula mane. 


R. 31. The Rule of Random. When 3 
Man ſpeaks any Thing that comes upper. 
moſt, and ſome good Pn Finder difco- 
vers what he never meant in it, then he 
is to fay, Tor bave bit it! As Major 
did, complaming that he ſtaid at Home 
by reaſon of an Ie in @ Leeg, which 
was juſt Beginning to Run, was anſwer'd 
by Mr. —— I wonder that you ſhould be 
confin'd who have ſuch Running Legs 
The Major reply'd, You have hit it, for I 
me ant that, 


R. 32. 
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R. 32. The Rule of Scandal. Never to 
ſpeak well of another Punſſer. Ex. Gr. 


Who he! Lord, Sir, be has not Senſe e- 
nough to play at Crambo. 


He does not know the Meaning of 
Synonymous Words. 


He never roſe ſo High as 4 Conundrum, 
or a Carrywhitchirt. 


R. 33. The Rule of Catch, is when you 
hear a Man conning a Pu ſoftly to 
himſelf, to whip it out of his Mouth, 


and paſs it upon the Company for your 
own : As for Inſtance ; 


Muſtard happen'd to be mentidn'd in 
Company where I was, and a Gentleman 
with his Eyes fix'd upon the Ceiling. 
was at Mus — Mas, Sinapi Snap Eze— 
Bite Noſe one in Company over-hear- 
ing him, Bit bim and ſnapped it up; and 
faid, Muſtard is the ſtouteſt Seed in the 


World, for it takes the Greateſt Men by the 
Noſe. 


R. 34+ The Golden Rule allows you to 
change one Syllable for another ; by this 


you may either Lop off, Inſe or Add 
0 a Wos. Be. G.. ” 


f For 
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Church, — Kirk. 
For Bangor, C! mgor, 
Preſbiter, —— 77:5-biter, Nc, 


This Rule is of fuch Conſ-quence, that 
+ Man was once ory "a for his Life hy its 
The Caſe was thus: A certin Man was 
brought before à Judge of Afr? = 
Murder; his Lordthip afk'd his Nam 
and being anſwer'd Selman, the pve 
ſaid, Take away So and his Name is ill- 
man, put K to it and it is Kill man, away 
with bim Goaler, his very Name bas hang d 
bim. This 24th Rule on this Occaſion 
became a Rule of Court, and was fo well 
lik'd, That a Fnftice of Peace, who ſhall 
be Nameleſs, 1pply'd every Tittle of it to 
a Man brought to him upon the fame 
Account, after this Man mer, Come, Sir, 
” I conjure von, as I am one of His Ma- 
“ jeſty's FJuſlices of the 3 „ ro tell me 
Tour Name. A. My Name, an't pleaſe 
you, is Watſon. © © ho, Sir ! Watſon ! 
4 mighty well : Take away Sp from it, and 
it is Ul- man, an! pits K zo it and it is 
* Kill-man ; away win him Conſtable, his 


* very Name tell H. ang him. 


CC 
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Let us now conſider a new Caſe, 28 
for Inſtance. The Circ) of England as 
by Law F/iablifbed, Put a before it and 


it 
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it 18 Teſft-abliſhed, tike away the T:/t and 
put in o, and it is A-bolith: 1, 


How much was the late ingenious Au- 
thor of Parſon Alberont oblig'd to it, in 
that very natural Story which he fram'd 
concerning the Preacher; where he tells 
you, one of the C angregation call'd the 
Miniſter an Humbaſſandor for an Ambaſe 


ſador. 


Give me Leave, Conrteors Reader, to re- 
commend to your Peruſal and Pradice 
this molt excellent Rule, which is of ſuch 
univerſal Uſe and Advantage to the 
learned TForld that the moſt valuable Diſ- 
coveries, both us to Amviqnuities and Etyma- 
logies, are made by it; nay, farther, | 
will venture to fav, that all w ords W hich 
are introduc'd to enrich : ind make a Lan- 
guage copious, beautiful, and harmont- 
ous, ariſe chicfy from this Re. Let 
anv Mar, but conſult Bentley's Horace, 
and he will fee what uſcful "Diſcoveries 
that very learned Gentleman haus made by 
the Helv of this xule; or indeed peer 
Horace would have lain under the eter- 
nal Reproach of making a Fox eat Oats, 
had not the learned Door, with great 
Judoment and Penerrarion, found out N- 
tedula to be a Blunder of the Librarians 
for Vulpecula; which Nitedulz, the Dofor 

ſays, 
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ſays, fignifies a Graſs-Movſe, and this 
clears up the whole Matter, becauſe it 
makes the Story hang well together : 
For all the World knows, that Weazels 
have a moſt tender Regard and Affection 
to Graſs-Mice, whereas they hate Foxes 
as they do Firebrands. In ſhort, all va- 
rious Lefions are to be attributed to this 
Rule, fo are all the Greek DialeF#s, or Ho- 
mer would have wanted the Sonorons 
Beauty of his Oio's. But the greateſt and 
beft Maſters of this Rule, without Dif- 
pute, were the Dorians, who made no- 
thing of ſaying Tin for Soi, Tenos for E- 
keinos, Suriſdomes for Surizomen, &c. 


From this too we have our Quaſies in 
Lexicons. Was it not by Rule the 34th, 
that the Samaritan, Chaldee, Athiopick, 
Syriack, Arabick, and Perſian Langnages 
were form'd from the Original Hebrew ; 
for which I appeal to the Polyglor. And 
among our modern Languages, are not 
the Nalian, Spaniſh, Portugueſe, and French 
deriv'd and form'd from the Latin by 
the ſame Power. How much Pzers have 
been obliged to it, we need no farther 
Proof than the Figures Protheſis, Epen- 
ther, Apocope, Paragoge, and Ellipfe, 
trimming and fitting of Words to make 
them more agreeable to our Ears, Diony- 
ſens Halicarnaſſenſis has taken Notice of 

In 
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mers, Who break 


in his Book De ione vocum, where 
he N compares your polite Re- 
formers of Words to Maſons with Ham- 
off rugged Corners of 
Stones, that they may become more even 
and firm in their Places. 


But after all, give me Leave to lament, 
that I cannot have the Honour of bei 
the ſole Inventor of this iMcomparab 
Rule Though I ſolemnly proteſt® upon 
the Word of an Author, (if an Author 
may have —— that I never had the 
leaſt Hint towards it, any more than the 
Ladies Letters and young Childrens Pro- 
nunciation, till a Year after I had pro- 
pos'd this Rule to Dr. ——, who was 
an excellent Judge of the Advantage it 
might be to the Publick ; when, to my 
great Surprize, tumbling over the third 
Tome of Alftedins,* p.71. right loath to 
believe my Eyes, I mer with the follow- 
ing Paſſage: 


Ambigus multum faciunt ad hanc Rem, 
enuſmodi exempla plurima reperiuntur 4 
pud Plautum, g in ambignis crebro budit. 
Joci captantur ex permmumatione Hillabarum 
& vocum, 1t pro Decretum, Difcretum ; 
pro Medicus, Mendicus & Merdicus; pro 
Polycarpus, Polycopros ; Item ex Sllaba- 
rum Elliph, in ait Althuſius, cap. 3. civil. 
© converſe 


* 
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converſ. pro Cafimirus, Jruſ; pro Marcus, 
Arcus; pro Vinofus, Oſus; pro Sacerdo- 
tium, Otium; Sic additione literæ, pro Ur- 
banus, Turbanus. Which exactly cot- 
reſponded to every Branch and Circum- 
ſtance of my Rule. Then, indeed, I could 
not avoid breaking out into the follow- 
ing Exclamations, and that after 2 moſt 
pathetick Manner: a! 


Fretebed Lom Pun-Sibi! Wretcbed 
* indeed ! Are all thy Nocturnal Lucubra- 
* tions come to this * Muſt another, for 
* being à hundred Tears before thee in the 
* World, run away with the Glory of thy 
* own Invention. Tie true, be muſt. Hap- 
* py Alﬀedius ! that I thonght would have 
* flood me in All ſtead, bn conſulting 
* thy Method of Foaking, AlFs tedions to 
** me now, ſince thou baft robb'd me of that 
* Honour, which wottld bave ſet me above 
* all Writers of the preſent Age. And, 
* why not happy Tom Pun-fibi > Did we 
not jump together like true Wits. But, 
&* alas | thou art on the ſafeſt Side of the | 
* Buſh , my Credit being liable to the Suſ- | 
* picion of the Norlil, becauſe you wrote 
* before me. Ill-natur'd Criticks, in ſpight 
* of all my Proteſt ations, will condemn me, 
* right or wrong, for 4 Plagiary. Hence- 
forward never write any Thing of thy 
own, but Pillages ant Treſpaſs upon all 
* that | 


bs * 
« can get a Para 
« what __ A 
* Head ſball have per 
* ny oh fairly tranſcrib d. 

Method, I hope, will help me to ſwell 
out the Second Part of this Work. 


G 2 Another 


ANOTHER 


PREFACE, 


WEST my. Modeſty ſhould be 
call in Queſtion for ventur- 
ing to appear in Print, in an 
Age fo famous for Politeneſs 
m alnd Ingenuity, I think I an 
bound to ſay this in my own Defence, That 
theſe few Sheets were not defign'd to be 
made publick, as being written for my 
own private Ufe: But what will not 
the Importunity of Friends conquer ? 
They were no ſooncr difcover'd in my 
Study, but ny merry Friend G 2 
my learned Acquaintance P D— 
and my much hunour'd Patron F—- $-— 
all unamimouliy agreed, that I ſhould do 
my own Reputation and the World that 
Juſtice, as to fend ſuch a Treaſure of 
_ Knowledge (as they wege pleas'd to ex- 

>. preſs 


| 
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4 


| Thales the Milefan, came into 


* 


| 


| 
| 


| pbo, Hippocrates, &c. But the Excellency of 


| 


th «© At. 


| where they were improv'd very much 
Pytbagorat, Anaxagoras, and CEnopides 
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eſs themſelves) to the Preſs. As for 
the Work itſelf, I may venture to fay, it 
s 2 Work of Time and Experience, and 
entirely unattempted before. For which 
Reaſon ] hope the candid Reader will 
be favourable in his Judgment upon it, 
and -confider, that Sciences in their 
' Infancy have been weak and feeble. 
The next Age may ſupply where I have 


deen defective, and the next perhaps x4 
e 


produce a Sir Iſaac in PUNNING. 


know that Logicians firſt ſpun out Reaſon 


in Catagories, Predicaments, and Emencia- 
tions, and at laſt they came to wind up 


their Bottoms in Syllogiſmg, which is ths 
compleating of that Science. * 


The Chaldeans began the Mathematighs, 
in which the Eg yptians flouriſh'd. Then 
theſe croſſing the Sea by the Means of 


by 
of 
Chios. Theſe were follow'd by Briſo, Anti- 


the Algebraick Art was begun by Geber, 


an Arabian Aſtronomer, (whence, as is con- 
| ceiv'd, the Word Algebra took its Riſe) 
and was much fince improv'd by Carda- 
| uns, Tartaglia, Clavins, Stevinus, Ghetak 
| dus, Herigenins, Fran. 


rida de Beaune, &c. 
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m_— . mat 
"But to Fetxn to che 4 
again, the Progreſs and laptovement of 
Which I Rope will be equal to the 
Seiences 1 e 'menitian'd, or to any 
ſuperior to them, if there be ſuch, Read- 
er, I muſt trefpafs 2 little longer on 
your Patience, and tell you an old Max- 
un, Bonum quo communins eo meliut, Good 
the more common, the better it is. You 
ſee, I have, in Imitation of the induſtri- 
ous Bee, gather'd my Honey from va- | 
rious Flowers; but vet! cannot fay, with⸗ 
t ſome Diminution and Lofs to the 
erſons from whom I have taken the 
xamples to my Rules, who are like 
never to uſe their Puns again. 


. 
„And here, to avoid the Imputation 
af Ingratitude, I muſt declare to the 
orld, that my worthy Friend Dr. R-— 
who is fingularly remarkable for his un- 
paraleFd Skill in PunNtxG and a 
moſt induftrious Promoter of it, has been 
à very great Inſtrument in bringing this 
Work to Light, as well by animating me 
to proceed in it, 2s by endeavouring to 
procure a good Letter for the Impret- 
ion. | 


The 


"Punxixc | 


— 


Another PREFACE: 
The favourable Acc that my 
Puxs have met with in ſome private 
Companies, makes me flatter myſelf, that 
my Labours therein will be candidly 


accepted, as they have been cordially 
intended to ſerve my native Country. 


From my Study up one Pair of 
Stairs, ilþcontriv*'d Street 


wards, Auguſt gth, 1719. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 


Adnan zune 


Advertiſement. 


H E Second Part of this Work 

will be publiſh'd, with all con- 
vement Expedition : To which wall be 
addded, A {mall Treatiſe of Conun- 
drums, Carriwhichits, ind Longe-Petites, 
together with the I inter- Fires Diverſi- 
on: The Art of making Rebw's : The 
Antiquity of Hoop · Petticoats, prov'd 
from Adam's two Daughters, Calmana, 
and Delbora, Sc. | 


